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PROGRAM NOTES

Listen to the Earth (Daniel Brugh) is an immersive piece that takes inspiration
from Bernie Kraus’ book “The Great Animal Orchestra” and uses the sounds of the
earth and its creatures as its source material. Recordings of wind, water, insects,
animals, humans and machines are combined with live synthesizer, Roli Seaboard
keyboard, and multiple large cylinder bell gongs made from recycled oxygen tanks.

The Feather (Mei-ling Lee) is a story inspiring us to speak up despite the
overwhelming voices around us. The performance uses musical composition and
modern dance to paint a picture of a girl following her own voice amidst a sea of
negativity.

Rock Piece (Susan Alexjander) was constructed of sampled rock sounds from
the granite mountains of Banff, Canada in 2001 during an artist residency there.
Its design reflects what | envisioned the five sacred (Platonic) solids - cube,
tetrahedron, octahedron and so forth - might have sounded like if they were all
spinning inside each other. The Renaissance philosophers were in love with this
concept and felt great power was released during the spins and interactions of
angles and shapes. The only sound which is not a rock is the gong - a perfect pot
lid scavenged from the sculpture studio.

Side Hustle (Jennifer Wright): This piece is beautifully self-explanatory. If you've
ever had a side hustle - and who hasn’t, in one way or another? - you know what
it’s like. Tick tock, tick tock.

Ananda Sama - for Christina (Susan Alexjander) “Ananda Sama” loosely
translates as “Joy of the Light Within.” ‘Sama’ is a Sanskrit word that refers to the
living light that is within all things...people, rocks, oceans and stars. This piece
is about bringing it forth with the power of sound and was written specifically for
Christina Ebersohl, who ‘knows the light.” Ananda Sama is intended to be highly
personal and improvisational, to be played slightly differently each time, depending
on mood. Woven digital sounds include: Maori bells, elements of wind, thunder,
water, the sounds of cottonwood tree cells popping and a clicking pulsar. The viola
score features Rag Desh - a beloved Raga in India - and a tone row on Christina’s
name.

Song of the Stars (Alexander Schwarzkopf) is a meditation on cross-modal
stimulation through music and augmented reality. By scanning a code on the
program (see right), each audience member can view on their own device the
contours of constellations and astral configurations as the composition illuminates
them. Song of the Stars is a collaboration with Raphael Raphael.

La’ah (Mei-ling Lee) is composed for solo dance. The original idea comes from
“playing with the voice”, mimicking the sound of a boy trying to say “La” but cutting
the sound suddenly in the middle of his breath. Carrie Goodnights, a graduate dance
student, told me about an experience she had in an airport. She saw a small boy
playing by himself while waiting with his family. This boy, about five years old, started
to make some funny sounds out of his throat. Have you ever been so happy and
excited for something by yourself in your own world? The excitement comes from
“secret joy”. Imagine that little boy: even though there were people walking by and
noises all around him, he did not care at all; all he wanted was to make funny sounds
and be happy with it while playing. | played with the sounds as well.

No Disrespect (Jennifer Wright) is a performance art piece that explores the
social pressures of modern life and the environmental/intellectual complexities of
disposable ‘trash society’. A collision of elements - an abandoned piano, ominous
figures, ‘junk’ sounds, raw visual expression - provokes viewers to engage anew
with their perspectives on beauty, art, intention, legitimacy, and value. It invites
contemplation of the challenges arising from the compression of so many cultures,
influences, and individual human passions into small spaces - neighborhood, town,
city, planet. This piece expresses a deep joy for all modes of human expression
and the hope that our common cultural legacy may enjoy constant, vibrant, and
unexpected reinterpretation, leaving stereotypes and unexamined preconceived
notions by the wayside like so many empty cans of spray paint.
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PROGRAM

Listen to the Earth * Daniel Brugh
for synthesizer, Roli Seaboard, cylinder gongs, and fixed media
Daniel Brugh, synthesizers, Roli Seaboard & fixed media;

Paul Safar, gongs
The Feather Mei-ling Lee; story by
Jefferson J. Goolsby
for solo dance with electronic music playback
Sarah M. Nemecek, dance & choreography

Rock Piece
for fixed media and audience participation

Susan Alexjander

Side Hustle *
for three toy pianos, fixed media, and dance
Jennifer Wright, toy pianos & fixed media
Conrad Kaczor & Kiel Moton, dance & choreography

Jennifer Wright

Ananda Sama
for viola and fixed media
Christina Ebersohl, viola

Susan Alexjander

Song of the Stars * Alexander Schwarzkopf
for electronic instruments and visual display
Alexander Schwarzkopf, live electronic instruments

Note: download the Zappar app and scan the Zappar code on reverse for
access to the augmented visual display

La’ah Mei-ling Lee
for solo dance with electronic music playback
Sarah M. Nemecek, dance & choreography

No Disrespect * Jennifer Wright
for prepared piano, fixed media, dance, and spray paint
Jennifer Wright, prepared piano & fixed media
Conrad Kaczor & Kiel Moton, dance & choreography

Note: this performance involves controlled use of water- and sugar-based,
low-VOC, eco-friendly spray paint. Please maintain a reasonable distance
from the performance area to avoid possible overspray.

* world premiere performarce

COLLABORATORS & PERFORMERS

Christina Ebersohl is an exceptional violist. She is a US Army
veteran. And she is blind. But what she lacks in physical sight
she makes up for with vivid musicality, technical ability, and a
charismatic presence. Currently, Christina studies with Keniji
Bunch at Portland State University, having previously studied
under Oregon Symphony’s principal violist Joel Belgique. In
2016, Christina was awarded the Gilman Scholarship for travel
to Florence, ltaly, for an intensive music program, as well as
a number of other scholarships. Christina is on her way to
becoming the first blind Body-Mapping instructor through
Andover Educators. She has been featured on PSU’s web
page, The Oregonian, and on KOIN 6 news. She spoke at the
2017 PDXTalks on perseverance and change in her talk “How
to change a light bulb”. She performs an expansive range of
repertoire, advocating for new compositions for the instrument.

Jefferson Goolsby is a Northwest (U.S.A.) intermedia artist and
Faculty Coordinator of the Media Arts program at Lane College. His
creative work integrates video (multi-channel, screen-based, and
non-traditional); interactive systems; sound design; installation;
performance; and image making. His work explores themes of
geographic displacement and existential dilemma. His published
research examines emerging distribution and intellectual property
structures.

Conrad “lcon” Kaczor is known as one of the most
innovative Poppers specializing in the geometric shape-
shifting dance style called Tutting. He seamlessly fuses
together the Popping styles of Waving, Animation, and
Robotics with his Tutting. Conrad’s versatility as a dancer,
along with his creativity and extensive knowledge of Popping
and Tutting, have enabled him to guest perform and teach
at national music festivals, judge dance battles on both the
West and East coasts, and study with respected street style
innovators across the world. Conrad also performs with
Heidi Duckler Dance Theater, a site-based dance company
located in both Los Angeles and the Pacific Northwest.

Kiel Edward Boston Moton has been dancing for 18 yrs+
now and is still going strong. Kiel is known for his detail in
musicality and creating a sense of connection through memory.
Kiel started out as a street dancer in the rave and hip-hop
scene battling up and down the West coast. He found his love
for choreography and performance-based dance later on in
his life. Since then has been teaching all over Portland and
Seattle and choreographing for companies here in Portland.
Kiel is currently dancing with and lead choreographer/creative
assistant for Heidi Duckler Dance Theater, a site-specific T
dance company located in both LA and Portland. ) M

Sarah M. Nemecek is a dance educator with 10 years teaching
experience in the collegiate setting. She enjoys teaching
various levels of modern, ballet, improv, choreography and
somatics. She is certified in Feldenkrais Method® and Pilates.
Sarah has an MFA in Dance from the University of Oregon
and a B.S. in Kinesiological Sciences from the University
of Nevada Las Vegas. Her research has been presented
at IADMS in 2004 and published in the Journal of Dance
Education in 2007, with both looking to the dance classroom as
a fertile laboratory for scientific and somatic inquiry. Sarah is
currently involved in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
community at Lane Community College. In 2015, Sarah had
two collaborative works selected for the NW Screendance
Exposition (one receiving runner up for Audience Choice Award) and was a juror for the
2017 NW Screendance Exposition.

CALOEAA

A FIERY FESTIVAL OF NEW MUSIC

SURROUND SOUND IN THE CENTER OF PORTLAND’S VOLCANIC CINDER CONE

WITH DANCE SUPERSTARS CONRAD KACZOR e KIEL MOTON e SARAH NEMECEK

SEPT. 15, 2018 4-6 PM

MT. TABOR PARK AMPHITHEATER
PORTLAND, OR * FREE ADMISSION

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF CASCADIA COMPOSERS
ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH THE
CREATION, PERFORMANCE, AND PROMOTION OF
CONTEMPORARY MUSICAL ART.

CASCADIACOMPOSERS.ORG
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. iy 22 - Composer Mei-ling Lee composes orchestral, chamber,
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i - TS R i ‘y would love to work with you to create an original
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To learn more contact Mei-ling:
e: meiling_lee@yahoo.com
t: 541.735.1257 B
Search: “Mei-ling Lee Composer”
RNE BLVD. | 503-234-8115
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,%E music you make is an integral part of you. To be your best, play the best!

At Portland Piano Company, you'll find our selection and service are nothing
short of world class.

Handmade in

A0
THE NORTHWEST'S /REMIER PIANO STORE Portland, Oregon

8700 NE Columbia Blvd | Portland, OR 97220

PORTLANR(P gD COMPANY 503-775-2480 | portlandpianocompany.com FAZOL' G ROTRI A N KAWA[ EE Baldwm

toastmade.com

Discover a breathtaking array of instruments, including pre-owned Steinway pianos.
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ORIGINALLY LAUNCHED IN 1948
7818 SE STARK STREET, PORTLAND OR, 97215

Featuring tasty offerings from Flying Pie Pizzeria, Bipartisan Cafe
and Miyamoto Sushi, as well as a wide selection of beer and wine.

BUGE THANHS

TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR THEIR HELP
WITH THE PRODUCTION OF TODAY’S CONCERT!

Daniel Brugh - coordination, admin, pet rock painting
Jennifer Wright - graphic design, programs, coordination,
pet rocks, art supplies
Lisa Neher, publicity
Linda Woody, publicity
Jefferson Goolsby, advertising
Matias Brecher, videography & piano moving

Thanks to the fabulous local businesses who placed program ads!

And thanks to our sponsors, without whom this adventurous show
would not have been possible:

Anonymous
Cascadia Composers
Toast, Inc.

AP CITY GRILL
6036 SE DIVISION

$§6 HAPPY HOUR
MON-FRI
*ANGUS BEEF”
*0ORGANIC GREENS™
*LOCAL BREWS™
“*LOCAL BREAD™
*LOCAL DAIRY”™
*CAGE FREE™
*ALWAYS FRESH”™
*NEVER FROZEN™
WE ARE RIP CITY

CREW
THE SALON




